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Disinfection of Instruments & Equipment

Protect Yourself. Protect Your Clients.

Level of Disinfectant Immersion
_ . When to Use Active Contact Times Advantages Disadvantages
Disinfection . i
Ingredient(s) (Approximate)
_High Level | Use on semi-critical 1:10 chlorine bleach 10 Minutes Inexpensive Corrosive to metals
Kills all bacteria, fungi | items. |S°|Ut'%” — Fast acting
& viruses. Does not , 2% gluteraldehyde :
kill bacterial spores. ltems that come into Not recommended for 45 Minutes Not corrosive Toxic fumes
contact with non-intact Personal Service Follow manufacturers Re-usable Expensive
skin or mucous Settings instructions
membranes but do not 0.55% 10 Minutes .
penetrate them. orthophthalaldehyde Follow manufacturer’s No rl;eil;tnacrt:gg ded Stains Hands
(OPA) instructions 9
o . 45 Minutes , Environmentally friendly :
6% hydrogen peroxide | Follow manufacturer’s No residue Corrosive to metals
instructions
7% stabilized 30 Minutes , Environmentally friendly .
. Follow manufacturer’s : Corrosive to metals
hydrogen peroxide : , No residual
instructions
Intermediate Use on semi-critical 70-9(;;/o|isc|JprﬁplyI or Fast actingaleaves no c Ddeterioratesb%lue g
Level items. ethyl alcoho , residue an damage rubber an
Kills most bacteria it that int (99% alcohol is not 10 Minutes Can also be used as skin plastic
J ems that come into ; ;
fungi,bvirusgs & contact with non-intact recommended) antiseptic Flammable (ethyl alcohol)
mycobacteria ;
(tuberculocidal). Does skin or mucous *1:50 chlorine bleach , Inexpensive .
; : membranes but do not . 10 Minutes : Corrosive to metals
not kill bacterial penetrate them. solution Fast acting
spores.
_ Low Levell Use on non-critical 1:500 chlorine bleach 10 Minutes Inexpensive Corrosive to metals
Kills some bacteria, | items. - dS°|U“0” _ - - Fast aCtlTlg f . I
i & Vi 3% rogen peroxide 10 Minutes nvironmentally safe orrosive to metals
fung|.& VIruses. Does ltems that contact intact yorogen p Y
not kill bacterial ki d not Quaternary
spores. SKin etl)n not mucous ammonium; OR Follow manufacturer's | Good cleaning agent for Cannot be used on
memoranes. instructions environmental surfaces instruments
Phenols

* These concentrations of bleach solution are based on using a 5.25% sodium hypochlorite solution (see mixing of Bleach Solution for Disinfecting)
This chart is not intended to be inclusive of all approved disinfectants. For more information please contact the
Infectious Disease Control Team at
519-663-5317 ext. 2330 or visit
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All items must be cleaned and dried with a clean towel prior to disinfection. Follow manufacturer’s safety instructions and directions for use.
Follow manufacturer’s safety instructions and directions for use.
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